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Wry supporter oJ Sen. Ted Kennedy Says He s Harassed 



By Carolyn Lewis 

Washington Post Staff Writer , 

' montgqjTEry, :• Ala.-. ; 
Tom Radney, th« ybiing Ala-’ • 
bama State Senator who last 
month announced he would 
place the name of Sen. Ed- 
ward Kennedy , in nomina- 
tion for .the Democratic Par- 
ty’s Presidential candidate, 
says he’s withdrawing from 
politics because of threats- 
against his family. 

Radney changed his plans 
for the nomination in Chi- 
cago when Sen. Kennedy in- 
dicated he was against the 
move, but the 35-year-old Al- 
abaman cast his vote for the 
Senator, anyhow, , 



, Radniiy,, who traces his Al- 
abama Ancestry, , badcii-led 

Voire ' OVlrl ’ 



doline, have been harrassed 
by persistent and malicious 
telephone calls at all hours 
of tile . day andnight. 

' Angry, threatening letters 
and .telegrams arrive at. the 
door of their wood-andistone 
contemporary house ip Alex- 



years, . and, . whose great- 
grandfather, fought in the 
Civil War, thus became one- 
of > the few- southern dele- 
gates to support either Ken- 

■ nedy v or. Sen. ‘Euggne.'Mc- w 

Carthy “liberal heretics” - ander City,; 60 miles north 
in the eyes of some South- cas t 0 f Montgomery. 

ern conservatives. ,, 

... -i. _ , The American flag they 

After Radney stated his raised on their, front lawn 
case for Kennedy on net- every morning was stolen, 
work television in Chicago,; Their nearby cabin on a 
crude and threatening tele- lake was broken into and 
giams began to flood in j vandalized; and their boat 
from Alabama. It was a fore- had a hole pushed 1 through 

■ taste , of what was- in store its hull. 

/ ■‘.9“ Hm.back home. “I’d. pick up the phone at 

, ,'Radney apd, his. wife, Ma-' 3 a.m. and a voice would tell 

‘ . \ '! ' t . 



me when I cranked up ipy 
car that morning I’d be 
blown to bits,” Radney said 
in an interview here. 

“At night, I d take out my 
gun, look under the bed, 
search the closets and then 
lock the bedroom door.” 

His 5-year-o^d daughter, 
Margaret Ellen, who inno- 
cently picked up the phone 
and heard the threatening 
voices, was having night- 
mares. 

“I saw what it was doing 
to Madoline and the chil- 
dren— What it was doing to 
us as a family, living in fear 
ail the time,” Radney said. 

“I decided the price was 



too high. I decided to bow 
out.” . • 

What Radney is relin- 
quishing is a promising ca- 
reer as a moderate standard- 
bearer i-n.Alabama state pol- 
itics— a man on. whom some, 
disaffected college students' 
and liberals; and newly en- 
franchised Negro voters are 
pinning their hopes- for a 
change in what is still called 
“Wallaceland.” Radney had 
intended -to run for Lieuten- 
ant Governor next year. One 
day,- his supporters hoped he 
would become Governor, 

As State .Senator, since 
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A Threatened Alabaman Bows Out 



RADNEY, From El 

his election from the 16th 
District (Elmore-Macon-Tal- 
lapoosa Counties) in May, 
1966, Radney has persist- 
ently challenged legislation 
put forward by the adminis- 
tration of the late Gov. Lur- . 
lean Wallace. He fought a 
bill that had already passed 
the State House, seeking to" 
“keep Alabama out of the 
United Nations.” • , 

He helped to restore 
$500,000 the Wallace admin- 
istration sought to deny to 
the Tuskeegee Institute. 

He argued against legisla- 
, tion that would have made 
it mandatory for University 
of Alabama ball games to 
begin with the playing of 
“Dixie” and the raising of 
the Confederate flag, and 
the playing of “Alabama” 
and raising of the State flag 
— before the playing of the 
Star Spangled Banner and 
raising of the Stars and 
Stripes. 

“I figured that was an in- 
vasion of academic free- 



dom,” Radney explained 
with a grin. 

While Radney has refused 
to toe the Establishment 
line politically, he says, he 
has never carried bn a “per- 
sonal vendetta” against 

George Wallace. 

“I have much respect for 
George Wallace,” - he .said. : 
“He -has an uncanny ability, i 
to judge the thinking-of the, 
people, not only in Alabama 
but around the country.” : 

His wife, Madoline, a for- 
mer first-grade school- 

teacher from Montgomery, 
is less cautious in her opin- 
ions about the former Gov- 
ernor who is now third party 
candidate for President and 
still very much a power in 
Statewide politics. 

“George Wallace has 
planted a seed of fear 
around here and it’s fright- 
ening,” she said. “My hus- 
band is being condemned 
simply because he disagrees 
with those in power here, 
because he refuses to be a 
rubber stamp.” 



Alabama-born, the daugh- 
ter of an architectural engi- 
neer:, Madoline Radney, likje 
- her husband, is determined 
to remain in Alabama in 
spite of what has happened, 

“We love Alabama. The 
South to us is still the best 
.place to live. We’re not giv- 
' ing.up;”'she said. 

She says her husband’s 
problem in Alabama is that 
“he.’s, 10 years ahead of his 
time.” 

Rg^ney believes that the 
threats against his family 
will subside, now that “I’ve 
removed myself from poli : 
tics, and taken away the 
thing about me that both- 
ered” his antagonists. 

While he is not stumping 
for any candidate -this year, 
neither is he allowing the 
threats to silence him to- 
tally. 

■ “I’m speaking out more 
than ever to college groups 
arid meetings. I have a freer 
voice now, that I’m out of 
the political race.” 



He wants to bridge the 
gap between the people of i. 
Alabama and the Federal 
Government, and that’s one' j 
of; the subjects he talks' 
about. ' 

“The relationship between • ( 

Alabama and the Federal <; 

Government ,e o.u i d n’t be ^ 

worse,” he, said. j! 

■ Madoline Radney 'fiercely - j 
denies that what she and ft 
her husband have chosen tp I 
do will be interpreted as a 
retreat. ' . , J - 

“Tom is an excellent law- 
yer. He can continue , to 
teach at Alexander State 
Junior College. He may 
have given up a promising 
political future, but not a 
promising future," she said. 



